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TREATMENT OF WOMEN 143 

Success of Parole in Cook County, Illinois. — Applicants to the Central 
Howard Association of Chicago during January and February, 1918, were 
limited to eighty-four in number, due apparently to abundance of work, and 
the ability of the released prisoners to secure their own work. Nevertheless, 
financial assistance was required in one hundred and seventy-one instances in 
all, and five hundred and forty-one interviews with applicants were made. 

Sensational statements of the press as to prevelance of crime due to the 
parole law have been answered by facts. Our records for the past year show 
that seventy-six per cent if our paroled men have made good, and but few 
have actually returned to crime. Notwithstanding the January Grand Jury 
recommended the repeal of the parole law, the facts are that out of one thous- 
and and thirty-four men indicted, in December and January, only nine were 
under parole. — F. Emory Lyon, Sup't. Central Howard, Chicago. 

PENOLOGY 

Provision for Discriminatory Treatment of Women, Boys and Men. 
in Penal and Reformatory Institutions in Kansas. — The "Digest of Laws 
establishing Reformatories for Women" by Helen Worthington Rogers 
in this Journal for Nov., 1917, mentions Kansas as one of the states that has 
created state reformatories subsequent to January, 1917 up to which time the 
digest was prepared. This law is found in Chapter 298, Kansas laws, 19f7. It 
took effect April 5, 1917. It is a very far-reaching act, and revolutionizes 
the treatment of delinquent women utterly in Kansas. This act establishes 
"The State Industrial Farm for Women" and places it under the State Board 
of Administration which handles, in a degree through a "state manager," all 
penal, reformative, educational, benevolent and corrective institutions in the 
state. The state is empowered to buy no less than 160 acres for this farm. 
The Board may construct buildings, but no dormitory, sleeping apartment or 
living room may house more than twenty-five inmates, exclusive of officials. 
The superintendent of the farm must be a woman. Section five has the remark- 
able provision that "every female person, above the age of 18 years, who shall 
be convicted of any o£fense against the criminal laws of this state, punishable 
by imprisonment, shall be sentenced to the State Industrial Farm for Women, 
but the court in imposing such sentence shall not fix the limit or duration of 
such sentence. The term of imprisonment of any person so convicted and 
sentenced shall be terminated by the State Board of Administration, as author- 
ized by this act, but such imprisonment shall not exceed the maximum term 
provided by law for which the person was convicted." A further limitation is 
that if the woman is under 25 years of age and a first offender, the board may 
parole her; otherwise she shall stay at least the minimum time fixed by law, 
and in case of murder, she shall stay the full time unless the governor inter- 
venes. If the woman be pregnant or nursing a child, such child may remain 
with its mother two years and the Board may permit it to remain longer. The 
sweeping effect of this law is to end the old travesty of sending women to the 
several jails of the state. Each county has, at least in theory, a jail and there 
are 105 counties. As the Board of Administration has not so far been able 
to select a farm, the state uses a farm at the state penitentiary, but without 
its walls, where indeed the women prisoners of the penitentiary, only 13 in all, 
have been kept in a farm cottage for several years, with not a hint to the casual 



